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On May 28 Salvadoran rebel leaders announced a proposal for immediate negotiations leading
to the "humanization" of the war, including the reduction of economic and political dislocation
and deterioration. In a broadcast via rebel station RADIO VENCEREMOS, Commander Joaquin
Villalobos, representing the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front and the Revolutionary
Democratic Front (FMLN-FDR) announced the 18-point program. Villalobos said the proposal
was offered at this time in the awareness of the more than 60,000 civilian deaths during the sevenyear war, the more than 5 million pounds of bombs launched every year by the Salvadoran army
in national territory, and the army's continued brutal actions against the civilian population. "We
wish to provide one more expression of our will for peace," even though the government persists
in creating conditions "warmongering policies which will soon lead to its demise. He added, "We
are today, more than ever, sure of achieving victory." The rebel proposal, said Villalobos, offers the
Salvadoran government and the armed forces the "possibility of moving towards a rational solution
to the conflict." The guerrilla plan was reportedly communicated to Salvadoran political and military
authorities via intermediary Monsignor Arturo Rivera y Damas, Archbishop of San Salvador. It
calls for suspension of air raids affecting the civilian population, and the use of long-range artillery,
land mines and booby traps by both sides in the conflict. Next, the FMLN-FDR have offered to
suspend economic sabotage activities, including road blocks, electricity black-outs and destruction
of export crops. In turn, the Salvadoran armed forces are called on to suspend the persecution and
capture of civilians, respect prisoners' human rights, refrain from interfering in civilian activities,
and releasing labor, human rights and other popular leaders from prisons and other detention
centers. Villalobos said direct negotiations are necessary among representatives of the FMLN-FDR,
the military command and the government. The rebel plan proposes that the negotiations take
place on July 15. Preparations for the meeting would take place at a prior encounter in the second
half of June in Chalatenango and Morazan provinces. Potential sites for the negotiations were not
mentioned.
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